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Inter-departmental quiz - Request each section of your Church provide a team to 
participate in a quiz, and provide a trophy for the winners. Enjoyable and also helps to unify 
the Church in an evening of fun. 
 
Handbell ringers – maybe some Guild members could have a go. 
 
Salvation Army Band or Choir. 
 
Members select favourite items of music which are played with an introduction about the 
music or why it is special to them. 
 
Glen Miller music, Songs from the shows, etc. - Always good if you know an enthusiastic 
compare. 
 
Photographic Competition. 
 
Party-time, particularly at Christmas and/or the New Year, perhaps with seasonal quizzes 
and food. 
 
Invite a musician to talk about his/her instrument and demonstrate by playing. 
 
Inheritance tracks - Ask three or four members to talk about a piece of music which          
reminds them of their early life and a piece of music which they would like to pass on to 
future generations. 
 
 
 

Summer Programme 

Many, but not all, guilds operate a full programme from September to Easter and then have 
social meetings or outings during the summer months to keep people together and enjoy 
fellowship and hopefully some time to relax and re-charge the batteries. 
 
Coffee evenings or mornings either at Church or a member’s home. Both have advantages 
and disadvantages so choose the way which fits your circumstances best. 
 
A walk for the more energetic, with a venue to eat or drink at the end. Those unable to 
walk may be invited to join the group for the refreshments. 
 
A half-day or full day’s outing (by car or coach) to a stately home/garden or another place 
of interest. Maybe church members in the locality you are visiting would be willing to put on 
an afternoon tea. 
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Other Special and/or fund raising events 

Such events can often be good recruiting grounds 
 

A meeting one, two or more times each year with other local Guilds. The York East circuit 
do this particularly well, when up to four or five guilds meet together during the course of 
the year on roughly a quarterly basis, sharing the hosting, enjoying fellowship and a special 
speaker, and concluding with a supper. 
 
Re-union dinners at significant anniversaries. 
 
Afternoon or evening concerts with tea or supper 
 
Silent auction. 
 
Story-telling dinner – a three course dinner plus coffee, with someone telling a story 
between each course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the best will in the world and the most organized of programmes, you can have a blip 
occasionally, when a speaker cancels at short notice or just doesn’t turn up. Here are some 
ideas to help in those circumstances. 
 
1. Keep a few quiz books/sheets in the Guild cupboard and buy a few sweets/biscuits for 
prizes. 
 
2. Ask a church member to entertain, playing an instrument or singing, and include some 
audience participation. Set out the room café-style. 
 
3. Take some jigsaw puzzles and have a relaxed puzzle, chat and coffee evening.  
 
4. Ask a Guild member or a member of a neighbouring church to show “holiday” slides/DVD 
of an unusual visit, eg an exotic location, a pilgrimage, etc.  
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